AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

To these twelve centuries of discipline we owe
the peculiar English capacity for self-govern-
ment, the enormous English development of
the voluntary principle in all manner of
institutions: our aptitude for colonisation, our
politics, our commercial enterprise, our Colon-
ial Empire, are all due to the spirit of co-
operation, the spirit of fair play and give-and-
take, the habit of working to a given purpose,
which tempered the hard and grim individ-
uality of the national character." That curious
combination of individualism and the power
of co-operation of which I spoke yesterday.

Such training, such experience, has seldom
been absent. Voluntary co-operation is a
second nature to us. The rise of the great
Co-operative movement, the beginnings and
development of the great Friendly Societies,
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